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<Abstract>

Kang Kyeong-ae’s Experience in Manchuria
—The source of Proletarian Internationalism—

Lee, Sang-Kyung

The objective of this study is to provide an overview of the
controversy surrounding Kang Kyeong-ae’s whereabouts during the
period from September 1926 to May 1929, when she was preparing
her debut as a writer, and uncover the actual facts. The question of
whether Kang Kyeong-ae had any experience of life in Manchuria
before she moved to Longjing, Jiandao after her marriage in June
1931, as well as the content and nature of her experiences, is
intrinsically connected to the process by which her unique identity as a
writer was formed. Moreover, these facts are necessary to reveal the
falsehood in the claim made by some historians that she was
implicated in the assassination of General Kim Chwa-chin, which
occurred on January 24" 1930.

The controversy surrounding Kang Kyeong-ae’s experiences in
Manchuria arose in 2005 when she was selected as a ‘Cultural Figure
of the Month’ by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. This led to
criticism of her selection, based on the memoir of independence
activist Lee Gang-hun, which alleged that she was connected to the
assassination of General Kim Chwa-chin in January 1930.

Regarding this controversy, this study analyzes the novels and
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essays of Kang Kyeong-ae, newspaper and magazine articles from the
era, recollections from later generations, and the recently uncovered
article “Yeoseong Sajeon” (Women’s Dictionary) in Yeoseong Joseon
(Jan. 1933), to prove that Kang Kyeong-ae worked as a teacher in
Hailin Shi, Jilin Sheng, Northern China from 1927 to 1928 and
returned to Jangyeon in 1929, where she remained until June 1931.
These whereabouts of Kang Kyeong-ae have been compared against
historical records regarding the assassination of General Kim
Chwa-chin, including records of the Shinminbo incident, to make it
clear that Kang Kyeong-ae could not have had any connection to the
assassination of General Kim Chwa-chin.

Kang Kyeong-ae’s experiences in Hailin in northern China became

the source of the proletarian internationalism inherent in her literature.

Key words: Kang Kyeong-ae, Experience in Manchuria, Experience in
Hailin, Proletarian internationalism, the assassination of
General Kim Chwa-chin, Shinminbo, Lee Gang-hun, Kim
Bong-Hwan
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