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<Abstract>

The Modernization in 1960s

and ‘Ordinary’ Women’'s Literary Acts
—Park Wan-Seo’s Writing on Naked Tree(1970)
and Being a Writer

Han, Kyung-Hee

The 1960s was aperiod of dramatic change in Korean women's literary
acts. This is because the modernization of economic power, changes in
house structure, introduction of household appliances, and the reduction
of family size have adlowed women who had to devote themselves to
household chores and caring babies to participate in literary acts. Popular
media such as daily newspapers, women's magazines, radio, and TV have
opened discourse space for the women, and as a result, literary acts that
were only available to upper class elite women became popular. The rise
of new women's readership has changed the emationa structure of
women’s literature. The demand for redlistic readings that can share the
vigor of life rather than the ideological emotions of anxiety, solitude, and
autism, which is called the 'feminine' tendency, has increased. This was
why that women’s magazine ‘Y eowon’ which was founded in 1955 was
closed in 1970, and “Women's DongA” was founded in 1967. < Women's
DongA> established the ‘Women's Novel Contest’, and it made
middle-class women in Seoul as producers of women's literature. Thisis
why Park Wan-seo, a 40-year-old full-time housewife of a middle-class
family in Seoul, who had five children, could write a novel.

Park Wan-seo's first novel, Naked Treeg(1970), was written in
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women's narrative culture in the mid and late 1960s. This novel shows
well that the author, Park Wan-seo, was composed through a discourse
group in which generation, class, gender, and regiona characteristics
intersect. The good and beautiful image of Park Soo-geun emerged as an
object of specific portrayal to Park Wan-seo. She wanted to communicate
with other women how they were experiencing / interpreting socia
transformation of the day. Park Wan-Seo became a professiond literary
actor among them because she was able to do the work of socia
communication through depicting her experiences exceptiondly vividly
and intensely. However, this does not mean that Park \Wan-seo ceased to
be an ordinary housewife.

Key words: Park Wan-seo, housewife, writing on living, Naked Tree, 1960,
Park Soo-geun, Women’s DongA, modernization
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