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<Abstract>

The Book
—The Ontology of Yun Humyong’s Fiction

Kim, Youngchan

This study examines the foundational framework and operational
principles encompassing the entire fictional world of Yun Humyong. The
first-person narrative in Yun’s fiction serves as his unique methodological
principle to reject the fictionality of third-person realism and to practice
the morale of authenticity. As such, his novels function as a mirror-text of
his own life, self-reflexively repeating the motives and structures of the
author’s existential wandering. The novel unfolds Yoon Humyong’s life
into a text, within which he ruminates upon his own life as a text; in other
words, the 'T' is identical to the novel. The driving force animating Yun’s
narrative is "loneliness" which operates as a symptom as jouissance. This
symptom as jouissance is literature itself for Yun. The narrative of Yun’s
novels is an archaeological journey seeking the possibility of an
impossible transcendence while suffering from this loneliness and loss.
Within this process, the hallucinatory epiphany stands at the core of "the
poetic" in Yun's fiction. For him, epiphany was a sad hallucination that
summons something eternal and impossible beyond the vulgar. In
conclusion, this study demonstrates that this was the self-conscious
symptom of a solitary writer who, throughout his life, suffered from
"yearning" and strived to perceive the light that guides us toward eternity

from behind a secular reality.
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