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<Abstract>

Under the Influence of Saturn
—Principles of Stylistic Composition in Yun Humyong's Novels

Kim, Hyoung-joong

The writer Yun Hu-myeong has often been called the “unrivaled stylist
of Korean literary history.” Nevertheless, it is difficult to find a
comprehensive approach to the style of his novels in existing research.
This is the reason why this paper delves into the principles of stylistic
composition in Yun Hu-myeong’s novels. First, this paper clarifies the
differences by comparing the characteristics of Yun Hu-myeong’s novels,
which are composed of proliferating associations and digressions, with
the so-called “stream of consciousness.” Furthermore, it clarifies the
differences by comparing them with polyphonic novels or episodic
novels. Ultimately, the conclusion of this paper is that the composition
and style of Yun Hu-myeong’s novels take the form of “constellation
drawing,” distinct from any of the aforementioned techniques. In the
latter part of this paper, the driving force behind the “constellation
drawing” form appearing in his novels is analyzed using psychoanalytic
conceptual devices. Through this, it reveals that a “Saturnal
temperament,” or a melancholic sense of loss, provided the driving force
that enabled Yun Hu-myeong to claim the Korean Peninsula and the

entire Eurasian continent as his literary territory.

Key words: Yun Humyong, style, stream of consciousness, constellations,
melancholy, influence of Saturn, digression
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