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<Abstract>

Heterotopia of the Western Regions,
or the Archaeology of Loss

—Focusing on Yun Humyong's “The Western Regions(Seoyeok)”
Cycle

Shim, Jinkyung

In the novels of Yun Humyong, the Western regions operates as both
an actual geographical space and a symbolic locus overlaid with lost
memories, desires, and ontological lack. This study employs Michel
Foucault’s notions of heterotopia and heterochronia as its theoretical
scaffolding to clarify this dual character, thereby reconfiguring the
narrative and existential import of the Western regions within Yun’s
ocuvre. In his early fiction, the Western regions is conceptualized as a
heterotopic space facilitating an elusion of reality. In this context, the
Western regions acts as a mirror that derealizes the subject’s present life
and compels them to confront their own existence as something
fundamentally estranged. Crucially, recurring motifs of ruins, mummies,
and relics function as apparatuses that preserve the vestiges of the already
lost, leading the subject to internalize lack and loss as their core
existential parameters. If the early works rendered the Western regions an
imaginary terrain for projecting the subject's interiority, the later novels
reposition it as a tangible reality where the concrete existence of the Other
unfolds. Consequently, the Western regions ceases to be a mirror
reflecting subjective lack and is instead recognized as an autonomous

world of the Other—a shift that enables the subject to validate the Other’s
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subjectivity and dismantle the structure of imaginary identification.
Ultimately, Yun’s topography of the Western regions constitutes an
inward quest for a lost origin and a narrative vehicle for
subject-formation. The Western regions remains an inaccessible site of
fantasy yet simultaneously manifests as a concrete space re-signified
through alterity; it is within this binary framework that the subject
perpetually reconstitutes itself.

Key words: The Western Regions, heterotopia, heterochronia, loss, lack,
nostalgia, otherness
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