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<Abstract>

Systematization of Private Revenge and

Depoliticization of Justice in the Neoliberal Era

—Focusing on Taxi Driver, The Judge from Hell, and The
Killing Vote

An, Heayun

This study focuses on the phenomenon in which private revenge
narratives in 2020s Korean television dramas evolve beyond simple
personal retribution into a robust system, examining how this evolution
depoliticizes justice in the neoliberal era. To this end, the paper analyzes
the processes of outsourcing, dualization, and platformization of private
revenge, focusing on the series Taxi Driver, The Judge from Hell, and The
Killing Vote. Specifically, by synthesizing David Garland’s concept of
expressive justice, Wendy Brown’s critique of neoliberal rationality, and
Sara Ahmed’s framework of affective economies, the analysis elucidates
the causal chain through which the public’s punitive sentiments are
captured within the consumption circuits of the spectacle.

First, Taxi Driver exemplifies the “outsourcing of justice,” where
revenge is transacted through rigorous cost calculations. In this process,
justice is reduced to a consumable commodity, and citizens are
repositioned not as political subjects deliberating on public values, but
merely as consumers of private business services.

Second, The Judge from Hell tracks the “dualization of justice,”
wherein an insider of the judicial system voluntarily suspends the law’s

efficacy to exercise transcendental violence. Combining Carl Schmitt and
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Giorgio Agamben’s logic of the state of exception with Ahmed’s
performativity of disgust, the analysis demonstrates how utterances of
disgust fixate perpetrators as objects of exclusion, while simultaneously
forming a community of onlookers and anchoring the public in the
position of passive spectators.

Third, The Killing Vote reveals the “platformization of justice”, where
private sanctions are integrated with digital interfaces and majority-rule
algorithms. Through the affective politics of fear and crisis-mongering
that exploit public distrust of the judiciary, the study diagnoses symptoms
of digital populism, where justice—which should remain an object of
political deliberation—is replaced by binary voting metrics.

In conclusion, while the systematization of private revenge depicted in
these three texts provides the public with extreme catharsis, it ultimately
functions as an ideological mechanism that conceals the structural
contradictions underpinning judicial distrust. Even the explicit
self-reflexive critique and critical distance embedded within the texts are
subsumed by the affective economic circuits of the mass culture market
and neutralized into mere spectacles. Consequently, homo politicus—the
political subject that ought to deliberate on communal values—mutates
and evaporates into a consumer (outsourcing), a passive spectator

(dualization), and an anonymous clicker (platformization).

Key words: Taxi Driver,The Judge from Hell, The Killing Vote, Private
Revenge, Depoaliticization, Affective Economies,
Neoliberalism,Homo Politicus
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