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<Abstract>

Representing the Sea and Constructing Maritime
Space in Korean Maritime Fiction of the 1920s
and 1930s

Ma, Hyejeong

This study examines the representation of the sea and the constitutive
meanings of adjacent maritime spaces—fishing villages, ports, boats, and
navigation—in Korean modern fiction of the 1920s and 1930s. It aims to
trace the genealogy of early Korean maritime fiction and to investigate
shifts in writers' spatial perceptions of colonial modernity. Focusing on Yi
Ik-sang's “The Fishing Village” (1925), Kim Ki-jin's The Sound of the
Tide (1930), and Hyun Kyung-jun's “Omari” (1939), this study explores
how the relationship between the sea and literary characters structures
livelihood, survival, mobility, and the formation and dissolution of
communities.

In “The Fishing Village”, the sea is represented as a premodern given
of disaster, while the indigenous beliefs and customs of the fishing village
reveal the possibility of a resistant place-community. In The Sound of the
Tide, set in the modern port of Chaho, the spatial practices of people
driven into decline under the exploitative structure of colonial capitalism
are vividly portrayed, showing how the port is reconstituted as a
place-as-event. In “Omari”, fishermen marginalized by the dominance of
technology and capital live aboard boats that serve as both their sole
dwelling place and means of survival. While adapting themselves to the

rhythms of the sea, they also seek the boundary-crossing practice of
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illegal fishing under the pressures of extreme necessity.

In these works, the sea is not merely a natural backdrop but a narrative
space in which the spatial order of colonial modernity operates and where
possibilities for resistance and departure emerge. By examining these
three works, which respond to the conditions of colonial modernity while
generating distinctive dynamics of narrative space, this study explores the

generic genealogy and possibilities of Korean maritime fiction.

Key words: sea, maritime fiction, maritime literature, fishing village, port,
boat, navigation, space, place, colonial modernity, border
crossing
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